[bookmark: researchprojects]Research Projects

Postgraduate students enrolled in the LW51 Master of Laws or LW60 Graduate Certificate in Law, may undertake an independent research project, under the supervision of a Law School academic staff member.  A research project is counted as a 12 or 24 credit point unit towards the course  
and is worth considering if you have a particular research question that you wish to explore in depth, but it is not addressed in one of the units on offer.

The process of approval and supervision of Research Projects has been changed. The changes apply to students enrolling in a research project from semester 2 2009. The changes are designed. to assist students in meeting the rigorous academic standards required for a satisfactory research paper at postgraduate level.

In the past, the postgraduate research papers process has had a chequered career. Problems have arisen in a number of areas at different times, such as –
· inadequate feedback on draft papers,
· late submission of draft papers for critique
·  failure of the students to properly develop basic research questions before approaching the supervisor with a proposal, 
· inability of the project approval panel to properly critique a proposal because of limited information; 
· failure of criterion referenced assessment to adequately represent the criteria for assessment; and
· general breakdown in process leading to unsatisfactory outcomes for both student and supervisor

The process for writing a research paper will become more prescriptive for both the student and the supervisor. There will be preliminary stages to be completed within a certain timeframe, past which, if the student has not complied as required, the student cannot progress. The preliminary stages will be completed by the last date for withdrawal without financial and academic penalty.

Units affected by the changes

LWN025 Research Project 1A (12 cp)
LWN026 Research Project 2A (24 cp)
LWN053 Research Project 1B (12 cp)
LWN056 Research Project 1C (12 cp)
LWN057 Research Project 1D (12 cp)
LWN058 Research Project 2B (24 cp)

Process steps

1. A student contemplating a Research Project will need to communicate with the desired supervisor no later than four weeks before the beginning of the relevant semester. 

2. Two weeks before the relevant semester begins the student must lodge with the supervisor a research proposal* setting out –

(a) context 
· researcher’s interest in the area
· legal context – why is the topic worthy of study
(b) design
· title
· relevant literature review (selection only)
· logical methodology

(c) content 
· research question or questions for analysis

[*Guidance in preparing the proposal is in the Postgraduate Student Handbook and in Codicil. There is no prescribed form]

3. On sighting the research proposal and discussing it with the student, the supervisor then will sign the proposal, approving, approving with certain adjustments, or not approving the research topic.

4. Once a topic is approved, the student then completes a Research Project Application Form. This Form with the ‘signed-off’ research proposal attached is submitted to the Director Graduate Programs (DGP) for final approval in week 1 of the semester. The DGP gives either unconditional or conditional approval.

5. If a student has unconditional approval he or she may begin the research paper on receipt of a letter giving that approval and containing the clearly spelled out timelines across the semester. A similar letter will be sent to the supervisor by separate letter or email.

If a student has been given conditional approval, he or she will be advised by post and email of the condition or conditions that must be complied with before unconditional approval is possible. The timelines and process for compliance and approval by the DGP will be clearly set out.  If the student has not complied with the condition or conditions by the specified date he or she should consider withdrawing from the unit. 

6. The student must communicate with his or her supervisor regularly about progress throughout the semester and must submit a substantial draft of the complete paper for critique by the beginning of week 9 of the semester. It will continue to be emphasised to the student that it is not the responsibility of the supervisor to instigate communication.

7. The draft will be returned to the student with comments for action by the beginning of week 11 after which time the student will complete the final paper for submission to his or her supervisor by the due date, which is usually the beginning of the middle week of the relevant examination period.

8. The assessment will continue to be 100% for the research paper, but included in this mark will be a mark (5%) for process (see paras 2, 4, 5 and 6 above). This will be evident on the CRA sheet and in the guidance notes in the Handbook etc.

9. Please note that these changes do not in any way compromise the existing processes for extensions of time. A written request for an extension at any stage will still need to be submitted to the postgraduate staff before the due date.
 
This information will be repeated in the Postgraduate Student Handbook for semester 1. 

The Research Project Application form is available here:  http://www.law.qut.edu.au/study/forms.jsp. 

Timelines for Semester 1, 2011

· During or before the week of 31 January, 2011 the student must contact staff member about supervision of a semester 1 research project.

· During or before the week of 14 February, 2011 the student must meet supervisor to hand over research proposal: supervisor may refuse project or give either conditional or unconditional approval.

· During or before the week of the 21 February, 2011 after student has addressed concerns of supervisor (if any) he or she must submit a completed Research Proposal Application to the Director Graduate Programs. If the Director has any concerns, they will be discussed with the supervisor and the student.

· Successful students will receive a letter in the week of the 28 February, 2011 (week 1 of semester) approving their research project. Strict compliance timelines will be set out in the letter.



Please note that the Director Graduate Programs will need to approve any deviation from these timelines. 
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