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Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT)

All applicants to the MBA suite of programs are required to take the GMAT®. There will be no exemptions based on prior education or experience.


What is the GMAT?

The GMAT® is a standardized, three-part exam required by the most respected business schools in the world for admission into postgraduate business and management programs. Your GMAT® score will give admissions officers a statistically reliable measure of how well you are likely to perform academically in the core curriculum.

The test measures basic verbal, mathematical, and analytical writing skills that applicants have developed over a long period of time through their education and work. The GMAT® exam does not measure a person’s knowledge of specific fields of study. MBA programs enrol people from many different undergraduate and work backgrounds, so rather than test your mastery of any particular subject area, the GMAT® exam will assess your acquired skills. 
What is the GMAT Test Format?

The GMAT exam consists of four separately timed sections (refer table). It is a computer-adaptive test which means that in multiple-choice sections of the test, the computer constantly gauges how well you are doing on the test and presents you with questions that are appropriate to your ability level. These questions are drawn from a huge pool of possible test questions. So your GMAT exam may be completely different from the test of the person sitting next to you.

	FORMAT OF THE GMAT®



	
	Questions
	Timing

	Analytical Writing

This area consists of two writing tasks. These scores are computed and reported separately from the multiple choice sections of the test and have no effect on your verbal, quantitative or total scores

	Analysis of an Issue

Analysis of an Argument
	1

1
	30 mins

30 mins

	Optional Break
	
	5 mins

	Quantitative

Measures your ability to reason quantitatively, solve quantitative problems and interpret graphic data

	Problem Solving

Data Sufficiency
	37
	75 mins

	Optional Break
	
	5 mins

	Verbal

Measures your ability to read and comprehend written material, to reason and evaluate arguments, and to correct written material to conform to standard written English.

	Reading Comprehension

Critical Reasoning

Sentence Correction
	41
	75mins


How can I best prepare to take the test?
We recommend that you become familiar with the practice tests which are available for download at no charge once you have created a user profile on www.mba.com. 

1) You can download the free GMAT preparation software via www.mba.com. We recommend practicing the test questions to determine where your strengths and weaknesses lie.
2) You can purchase text books with revision questions. Details are available at the MBA Store on www.mba.com. 
3) You can engage a tutor to assist in your preparation. We suggest using a search engine with key words such as "GMAT Tutor". Many are available online such as: 

· www.veritasprep.com 
· www.gmattutor.com 
· www.beatthegmat.com 
How do I register for the test?

The GMAT is administered at IT Training Solutions, Ground Floor, 62 Astor Terrace, Spring Hill. To register to sit the GMAT book online (with credit card details) at http://www.mba.com/.
Please allow up to 4 hours for the exam

How much does it cost to sit the test?
The fee to take the GMAT is US$250 worldwide. Taxes may be incurred when you schedule an exam in certain countries. 

How can I best approach the writing tasks?

Read the directions carefully, take a few minutes to think about the question, and plan a response before you begin writing. Take care to organise your ideas and develop them fully, but 

leave time to reread your response and make any revisions that you think would improve it.
What computer skills will I need?
You will only need minimal computer skills to type your essays on the computer keyboard using standard word processing keystrokes and selecting your responses to multiple choice questions using the mouse or keyboard.

How are the scores calculated?
Your GMAT score is determined by (1) the number of questions you answer, (2) whether you answer correctly or incorrectly, and (3) the level of difficulty and other statistical characteristics of each question.
Re-sitting the GMAT

The Graduate Management Admission Council (GMAC) has established a retest policy to ensure the validity and security of the GMAT.

You may take the exam once every 31 calendar days and no more than five (5) times in a rolling 12-month period. If you score an 800 on the exam, you will be prohibited from testing for five (5) years from your exam date.
How does QUT receive my GMAT score? 
If you have already taken the GMAT QUT needs to see a certified copy of your Official Score Report. If you are planning to take the GMAT, please have the results sent directly to QUT (our identification number is 1677). GMAT test scores are valid for five years. 

Merit Scholarships 
There are a number of merit scholarships available for exceptional applicants into the MBA or MBA (Major) courses. Successful applicants are expected to be actively involved in the BGSB community as leaders. No application is required for the merit scholarships. 

Rebate on tuition fees may be awarded to applicants in the following categories, if they do not receive one of the available fee waiver scholarships: 

· $500 Scholarship for a GMAT score of 600-699 

· $1000 Scholarship for a GMAT score of 700 or more 

Myths versus Facts
Myth vs FACT
M = You need very advanced math skills to get a high GMAT score.

F = The math skills tested on the GMAT test are quite basic.

The GMAT exam only requires basic quantitative analytic skills. You should review the underlying math skills (algebra, geometry, basic arithmetic), but the required skills level is low. The difficulty of GMAT quantitative questions stem from the logic and analysis used to solve the problems and not the underlying math skills.

Myth vs FACT
M = The first 10 questions are critical and you should invest the most time on those.

F = All questions count.

It is true that the computer-adaptive testing algorithm uses the first 10 questions to obtain an initial estimate of your ability; however, that is only an initial estimate. As you continue to answer questions, the algorithm self-corrects by computing an updated estimate on the basis of all the questions you have taken, and then administers items that are closely matched to this new estimate of your ability. Your final score is based  on all your responses and considers the difficulty of all the questions you answered. Taking additional time of the first 10 questions will not game the system and can hurt your ability to finish the test.

Myth vs FACT
M = It is more important to respond correctly to the test questions than it is to finish the test.

F = There is a severe penalty for not completing the GMAT test.

If you are stumped by a question, give it your best guess and move on. If you guess incorrectly, the computer program will likely give you an easier question, which you are likely to answer correctly, and the computer will rapidly return to giving you questions matched to your ability. If you don’t finish the test, your score will be reduced greatly. Failing to answer five verbal questions, for example could reduce a person’s score from the 91st percentile to the 77th percentile. Pacing is important.
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