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QUT acknowledges the Turrbal and Yugara, as the First Nations owners 

of the lands where QUT now stands. We pay respect to their Elders, 

lores, customs and creation spirits. We recognise that these lands have 

always been places of teaching, research and learning. 
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Islander people play within the QUT community.
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Professor Susan Danby
School of Early Childhood and Inclusive Education at 
QUT, and Director of the Australian Research Council 
Centre of Excellence for the Digital Child. Her early 
professional experiences as an early years educator in 
Australia and in the USA in government, not for-profit 
organisations, and social service agencies, provide 
strong foundations for working with families and 
industry

Professor Simone White
Associate Dean (International and Engagement) in the 
Faculty of Education at QUT. Simone’s area of 
expertise is Teacher Education and her publications, 
research and teaching are all focused on the key 
question of how to best prepare teachers and leaders 
for diverse communities (both local and global) and new 
times.
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Learners and Educators



Learners



• COVID-19 has changed the world of learning in a heartbeat.

Rapid changes



Pre-COVID media



Media during COVID



• No longer a debate about digital technology for learning
• Learning is not a simple transfer from the classroom to online 
• School is an important place for child safety
• Many Australian families have limited access to the digital 

world
• Learning is more than learning about curriculum. It includes 

learning about relationships and pedagogy

What can we take forward?



Two views of learning at home



• Debunk the myth that children are digital natives
• Reinvest in learning and best ways to engage
• Shrink Australian digital divide for schools and families
• Upskill learning communities
• Identify teachers as essential all the time!

How do we go forward?







Our approach



Clear frameworks 
for digital rights 

and digital safety 

With the Centre …Positive technology 
design guidelines to 
support innovation in 
health and education

Future-focused 
digital education 

practices

Dedicated 
screen use 

policy on the 
whole child

An enhanced 
research and 
professional 
workforce



• Children and young people who use digital technologies in ways that support 
their wellbeing, learning and capacity to be socially and digitally connected.

• Having access to digital ways of living, based on deep understandings of digital 
opportunities and risks.

• Enabling children to be: 
• informed citizens with agency to critically engage with digital technology and 

lead the digital knowledge economy

Centre LEGACY



Educators



What are we starting to 
see through this pandemic?
Three observations



• Education and schooling is key to 
Australia’s economic productivity, as well 
as to the social and emotional wellbeing 
of all its citizens (of all ages).

• Educators play a vital role in not only 
supporting, encouraging and motivating 
learners, but also in nurturing and 
protecting learners.

• This pandemic has uncovered the 
significant role educators play in particular 
to the most vulnerable of students.

Observation



• An educator’s work now encompasses 
an ever- expanding set of new tasks 
and roles.

• Educators across all sectors have had to 
do a radical and fast paced pivot to 
ensure learning and teaching occurs 
across multiple learning environments 
and platforms, in new partnership models.

• We are very fortunate in Australia that 
we have an education profession that 
is so skilled and creative. 

Observation



• This pandemic has given parents, caregivers and 
families a chance to have a fresh perspective of 
their own children’s learning needs.

• Some parents are interested in further exploring 
their own role in supporting learning and in 
working with teachers and schools differently.

Observation



Three challenges and opportunities



Challenge
• There is a teacher shortage crisis in many 

communities across Australia.
Opportunity
• We need to truly value education and 

educators at this time….A positive 
response to the value of education could 
help address the potential crisis of a 
decline in the teaching workforce.

Challenge and opportunity 1



Challenge
• Supporting professional learning for 

educators in a time of expanding work 
and responsibility.

Opportunity
• New forms of professional learning and 

micro-learning
FREE PD
https://www.qut.edu.au/education/enga
ge/connectedlearning

Challenge and opportunity 2 

https://www.qut.edu.au/education/engage/connectedlearning
https://www.qut.edu.au/education/engage/connectedlearning
https://www.qut.edu.au/education/engage/connectedlearning


Example of micro credentials



Challenge
• The changing partnership relationship between parents/caregivers and (formal) 

educators.
Opportunity
• New partnership models, communication and support development

Challenge and opportunity 3



The future?



• Parents and caregivers (and other stakeholders) will seek out new 
‘hybrid’ models of learning and teaching.

• New types of education jobs and career opportunities will emerge.
• New ways of valuing and ‘bundling’ professional learning is already 

occurring. They will require new ways of recognition and certification 
within the profession.

Ways forward?



Q&A



NEXT EVENT

Save the date

Technology is changing how 
we think, work and live. 

QUTeX's Real World Futures program 
keeps track of what this means.

www.real-world-futures.qut.edu.au/

Thursday

25
June 2020

http://www.real-world-futures.qut.edu.au/
http://www.real-world-futures.qut.edu.au/

