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Me as an 18 year old 
first year Fashion 

student back in 
London in 1982..





The promise 
(sometime in the early 1980s)



Technology would set us free.





T h e   p r o m i s e
The promise appears to have become a 

threat..



Technology could make us redundant.
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originally 
released in 

1982

set 37 
years in 
the future
i.e. 2019



released 
2017

set 32 years in 
the future..
2049



“the uncertainty illusion”

Dan Gardner, co-author of ‘Superforecasting’ 
quoted in the RSA Journal, Issue 2, 2017



“Invention, exploration, experimentation and 
creativity ... all require a certain degree of 
confidence in the future that can be undermined 
by the uncertainty illusion.”

Dan Gardner, co-author of ‘Superforecasting’ 
quoted in the RSA Journal, Issue 2, 2017



No one can predict the future with 
any degree of certainty.

That shouldn’t stop us trying to forecast it.
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Fashion designers are constantly trying to 
forecast the future.   



Fashion thrives on change.



Fashion creates a desire for change.   
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The real world 
is changing 

and we need to 
change with it.



The learning needs 
of individuals and 
organisations are 

changing.



The nature 
of work and 

the workforce 
is changing. 



The nature 
of work and 

the workforce 
is changing. 

Not just ‘out there’ 
but ‘in here’ too.



learn

why

what

how

ing



learnwhy ?



Birth Death

Death

play school HE work retirement

play work playlearn learn learn learn

capstone



fya.org.au



fya.org.au



fya.org.au





kai = change

zen = good

Thanks to Professor Ruth Bridgstock

kaizen perpetual beta

continuous 

prototyping

ongoing growth 

doing something for 

the genuine good 



The future is not a result of choices among 
alternative paths offered by the present, but a 
place that is created – created first in the mind 
and will, created next in activity. 

John Schaar - American writer, scholar and Professor Emeritus, 
University of California



The future is not some place we are going to, 
but one we are creating. The paths to it are not 
found but made, and the activity of making 
them changes both the maker and destination.

John Schaar - American writer, scholar and Professor Emeritus, 
University of California



learn what?











will we 

learn?

how



Sir Ken Robinson
‘A second climate crisis... a crisis of human resources’



From a manufacturing model of education

to an agricultural model



So... on that note...



Now it’s time for you to learn a new skill.



wobbly 
wings



C  O D  I  N  G



CROCHET CROCHET
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crochet 



I am challenging you are all to learn to crochet. 

Yes - crochet. 

Within the next fifteen minutes. 



The Hyperbolic



Please stand if you can crochet.

Welcome to our Crochet Coaches.



At your tables, divide up into teams, each of two or three 
people.

Send one person from each table to front to collect tools.



Now – you’re going to help each other learn to crochet.
You can draw on any kind of freely available learning 
resources to support your learning.

TIP: Keep it simple! I suggest you make a slip knot, 
crochet 20 chain stitches and then try some single 
crochet stitches. Each team member should have a go….



Thank you all for having a go!

I’m sure you experienced a variety of 
feelings during that learning activity.



communication

collaborationcreativity

critical thinking
sharing thoughts, questions, ideas and 

solutions

working together to reach a goal –
putting talent, expertise and smarts to 

work

innovating and inventing - trying new 
approaches to get things done

looking at problems in a new way, 
linking learning across disciplines

21st century ‘super skills’

www.p21.org/4Cs



R1: With the first colour, ch5, join with ss in the 5th ch from hook, ch3 (counts
as first dc here and throughout), 2dc in circle (first granny cluster made), ch3,
*3dc in circle, ch3*, Repeat between ** 2 times more, join with ss in
first dc, fasten off.

R2: Take the next colour. Start in a corner ch sp. [Ch3, 2dc, ch3, 3dc] in same
corner ch sp, ch1, *3dc in next corner ch space, ch3, 3dc in same sp, ch1*,
repeat between ** 2 times more, join with ss in first dc, fasten off.

https://haakmaarraak.nl/free-crochet-pattern-
colourful-rainbow-granny-square-blanket/

For many years ‘coded’ instructions were almost the only 
option – almost impossible to follow as a beginner…..



The addition of simple diagrams and less ‘coded’ 
instructions helps somewhat but still gives no real clue to 
tension, movement etc.



Now we have access to a myriad of free videos created by 
peers. They vary in quality but are, for most people, much 
more accessible and far easier to learn from…
and they connect us as a community of learners.
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imagination

optimism
responsibility

active, connected learning

perpetual beta



Thank you.

I think we have time 
for some questions..


